New Dawn Association Newsletter April 2013
New Dawn Association is an international, humanitarian, non-profit making association, initially working in Sub-Saharan Africa. Inspired by the Gospel,
New Dawn Association’s aim is to help the most needy, and more specifically, orphans and widows, without race, social or religious discrimination.

We have had an interesting, challenging and fruitful year concerning the activities of New Dawn Association
with new developments in all 3 of the projects we are now assisting.

The “Arise and Shine” Orphanage and Community project, Kisumu, Kenya
The alignment of the construction of the new road linked to the upgrading of the Kisumu Airport,
which was threatening the “Arise and Shine” orphanage site in 2012 and causing huge dismay
to all people affected, has been confirmed. In spite of all the efforts made to try to have it redirected, it will, in fact, run through the orphanage site, totally obliterating everything.
The last 7 months have been largely spent in seeking to find the best way forward, doing
everything possible to try to preserve not only the orphanage but also the invaluable work that is
going on in the community. We are very grateful for the hands-on assistance of Edinburgh
Direct Aid (EDA) during the past year, in dealing with the difficult and delicate negotiating
process of resettlement onto a new site. EDA’s Maggie Tookey, has been sent out on two
successive trips to further, with Nancy (joint “Arise and Shine” project Director) the advancement
of these tough procedures, a task in which Maggie is admirably skilled.
The orphanage with all its buildings is to be considered
Nancy
in a special category as a “resettlement project” which means that the
Kenyan Highways Authority will undertake the re-siting and rebuilding of the
whole project in the same community, timed to be completed (perhaps
optimistically) by the end of this year, but more likely sometime in 2014.
We are planning to visit Kenya later this year to help assist with the re-siting
process and to oversee the running of all the programs. In the meantime, it
is business as usual for all the orphanage and community programs.
We are once again pleased to say that, thanks to generous donations, it
has been possible to cover the monthly running costs of the orphanage for
another year, including the escalating education/school fees and to also
keep the community programs running.
Group of “Desperate Widows” attending the orphanage

The 20 “Desperate Widows” monthly food and necessities
packs have gone out regularly, the weekly porridge feeding
program for up to 100 needy community children and the
Nursery school on the orphanage site for 45 local needy
children, have all been maintained. Heartfelt thanks have been
expressed by the community for all the assistance and
encouragement they are receiving.
All the children and staff are doing well. There are now 26
resident children and 6 distant orphans. We are sad to say that
Charles, who has been with us from the start, has repeatedly
run back to live on the streets and, although he has been
sighted on two occasions, he is still missing from the
orphanage. This extremely endearing boy of many talents with
a challenging
personality, had
pledged last year,
to knuckle down and
Latest photo of many of the “Arise and Shine” resident children
take his school work seriously but it seems he just cannot resist the urge to
revert to the streets. Project directors Nancy and Jonas have invested
enormous love and patience in him and are ever-hopeful that he will return.

James ready for High School

.

Two boys, James and Bryan, successfully completed the eight year Primary
School program with good grades which enabled them to go on to High
School. They have both enthusiastically embarked on a 4-year boarding
school cycle and have adapted well. They have expressed their gratitude for
the funds enabling them to continue their education.

Maggie Tookey of EDA has initiated 2 more community programs including a tailoring
school on the orphanage site with a purpose to train needy widows in the basic skills of
sewing. At the moment they have been making school uniforms and African dresses.
Emma, a volunteer from Scotland, spent four weeks on the project Oct/Nov 2012,
injecting considerable time and finance into helping the project, particularly in the local
community. She was very popular and everyone was very grateful for all she
accomplished.

Nepal, Kathmandu
Jennie made a 4th trip to Nepal in July
Jonas equipping Bryan for school
2012, again to assist Pastor Krishna in his
extensive work amongst the impoverished people of his country. We
have been able to assist him in setting up another small 6-bed
orphanage in Kathmandu, the “Little Feet Children’s Home”, which
opened in January 2013 to
specifically take in children from the
remote Himalayan villages.
Assistance has also been given to
enable the running of a 4th small Bible
School for very impoverished
students. Once again we would like to
thank those of you for the special
3rd Bible School, Kathmandu
funds that have been given for these
causes. The poverty and conditions of daily life in Nepal are often cruel and we are
Bath time at “Little Feet” orphanage
so grateful to be able to bring some small assistance to this country which rates
amongst the most impoverished in the world. Another trip to Nepal is planned for August 2013 to oversee the new
orphanage and continue to assist Pastor Krishna with his teaching program.
.

Butare, Rwanda
We are happy to say that it has been possible to extend the feeding
program (started in 2012). Throughout the past year it has transformed the
local Church community of a small village near Butare. Also a small
“School necessities fund” was initiated at the end of last year. This too has
brought big changes to the lives of children from needy families. Quotes
from dynamic Pastor Paul – “Thanks for more support that continues to
make these tremendous and fabulous changes in the lives of our extreme
needy women, children and old men.” – “There are lives was very bad
before your support reached to them and it stimulates my emotions seeing
them jumping and shouting with joy” – We provided not only food but
clothes for those who feared to join others coming to church” – and
referring to the School necessities fund - “We are giving them pens,
exercise books and changing dresses or shirts and short trousers. This is
Butare feeding program
a beautiful action going on our church since very many children do lose
hope when it comes to continuation of their education due to such
challenges”.
* We would like to remind you that volunteers are very welcome to visit and help in both the Kenyan and Nepalese
projects. If anyone is interested please contact Jennie and Don Waterman.
* We would also like to remind you that it is possible to sponsor the work of New Dawn Association on a monthly basis.
Details of how to do this can be found on our web-site (a-newdawn.org) or simply contact Jennie and Don.
We close in thanking you all once again for your faithful support and would like to specially mention our co-founders,
Rosie and Guy Pernet in Switzerland, fellow directors, Karen and Bryan Lambert in England, Steve McCrea of “Building
Bridges” in USA, Maggie Tookey and Edinburgh Direct Aid, Scotland and St. Mark’s Church in Harrogate, England.

(We would like to mention that no monies from NDA funds are used to pay for our personal travelling and
accommodation costs.)
Once again thank you so much, from the bottom of our hearts – none of this would be possible
without your continuing generous help. “With so little, so much can be done.”
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