Trip to Rwanda

October 24th–November 2nd 2016
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school! This has been one of the major new initiatives that New
Dawn has been able to finance in Rwanda, throughout 2016. 20
children from very impoverished homes in the community have
been able to attend this school which takes place in Pastor
Paul’s church. I arrived just before the end of the final term of
its first year and was then able to help organise a festive end of
year celebration for all the parents and children.
Since 2011, we have been involved with Pastor Paul and his wife
in helping this needy community on the outskirts of Butare, in
Rwanda. We began with a weekly feeding program for the very
poor, held at the church, which today, is still running. This work
was expanded to become a ‘necessity program’, through which
school items, soap and certain food items were distributed to
the very under-privileged.
Following our visit in early 2015, the idea of establishing a
Nursery School within the community was birthed. Thanks to
donated funds, we were able to assist Pastor Paul in the setting
up of this school, which runs 5 mornings a week, and includes a
mid-morning
nutritious porridge
and bread meal for
all the children. 2 of
these children, Elisha and Sindi, walk 3
hours with mothers to get to this school,
and another 3 hours to get home. The
opportunity to have a place in the school
is such precious privilege that these
families are prepared to make these huge
efforts to enable their children to attend
each day.
Morning break with the children October 2016

My 7 day stay in Butare, Rwanda, was particularly intense but fruitful. Originally, Don
and I had planned to visit the different projects together, over a period of 10 days,
however, due to Don’s immanent heart operation and inability to travel, we decided
that I should maintain our program, but reduce the length of my stay. Consequently
my schedule was particularly concentrated, and it was all ‘go’ as soon as I arrived.
In 2015, we began to support Andrew, a street boy, enabling him to return to
secondary school. At the start of 2016, we were able to extend this special education
program to allow 10 more impoverished children to resume their secondary schooling,
and also 12 others to attend primary school. (The monies donated cover all school
fees, uniforms and school materials.) It was very encouraging to witness the

immense impact this initiative is having on this community. I met all these children
for a whole morning, during which each shared their aspirations, challenges and
gratitude. Andrew was proud to announce that he is now 5th in his class! I was able to
encourage them, and also gave them a teaching, ‘the living Stones’, inspired by (1
Peter 2:4-5) and (Matt.25:14-30). (In France, I had prepared individual coloured
paper stones for each student, and together we built a symbolic wall in which each
student had their special, unique place.)
One of the weekly feeding programs took place while I was there, where I was able to
meet again many of the participants we had met the previous year. These men,
women and children live below the
bread–line and this meal is a time of
both physical and spiritual
nourishment. Following this event,
the one and a half suit-cases of
second-hand clothing which I had
brought from France, were
distributed amongst the community.
The delight and gratitude expressed
was huge. (It is now banned by the
government to sell any second-hand
clothing, in Rwanda, so receiving
these clothes was specially
appreciated.)
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I managed to make 12 special home-visits within
the community to people who are living in very
desperate conditions. Food packs, soap and new bed
sheets were distributed.
Two of these people wept
when they were given their
gifts. Ranguida stood in her
little hut, her arms raised
up, holding her kilos of
sugar and mixed flour,
praising and thanking God.
With some of the financial
gifts specially donated
before my departure to Rwanda,
I was also able to buy and
deliver 5 mattresses to
extremely needy homes.
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Andrew enjoys his family's new
mattress!

I spent much time examining and discussing each program with Pastor Paul and his
team and following up the financial records. As the work expands each budget has to
be carefully re-evaluated, taking into
account the remaining stocks and next
year’s needs and requirements. We hope
to be able to continue to support all the
on-going programs in Butare, including
the medical-card distribution program.
(New Dawn works on a year-to-year
commitment basis with all its projects.)
We would like to thank everyone for your
prayers, special financial gifts, handknitted items, and all the second-hand
Assessing little Sam's uniform requirements for next year

clothes. Your support is vital and so appreciated,
without which none of this work could be done.
With 8 Euros we can buy a mattress; 50 Euros
covers a whole year’s fees and school necessities
for one Primary school student. 160 Euros covers
a whole year’s fees and school necessities for
one Secondary school student; 35 Euros covers
the monthly salary of the helper in the Nursery
School. With a little so much can be done!
Pastor Paul and Annet and his family October
2016
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