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For everyone, 2020 has been an exceptionally challenging year.  We decided to postpone 
writing this year’s newsletter because of Don’s declining health, which over the summer, 
involved several months of homecare-nursing and repeated hospitalizations. Our UK fellow 
board members Bryan and Karen Lambert, in spite of the lockdowns, managed to visit us for 
2 weeks in late July, and at the hospital we held what were to be our final board meeting and 
AGM with dearest Don who sat attentive and fully participating from his wheelchair.  
As mentioned in the enclosed card, Don is going to be profoundly missed by us all. His role 
and work within New Dawn during the last 16 years is incalculable. His energy and 
industrious application to every task was exemplary; his inimitable way of making us all laugh 
with his quick humour, and his unbeatable determination to find creative solutions to the 
most challenging problems, are some of the hallmarks of Don’s unique persona. Don deeply 
cared about the individual people who are embraced within New Dawn’s projects, and he 
loved visiting the projects. The people on the ground all loved Don. Everyone is grieving his 
departure. 
Despite the annulation of several fund raising events 
during this year, which has reduced our annual 
resources, we have nonetheless decided to maintain 
all New Dawn projects at their present level with the 
hope that resources will pick up once again in 2021. 
The 2020 planned visits to Nepal and Rwanda had to 
be postponed due to the virus. However, we have 
been in close communication with all our project 
leaders on the ground, and want to share with you 
some of their most challenging news. 

Ivory Coast, Dabou We are very pleased 
with the prison-feeding program, run by Pastor Akpa. 
For over 3 years now, we have been able to assist 
this remarkable man of God whose heart is primarily 
focussed on reaching out to meet the needs of 
prisoners who live in deplorable and often hopeless 
conditions. In September Akpa wrote the following, 
“Since March 2020, when Covid19 arrived in our 
country, I have not been allowed to enter the 
prisons... the prisoners have had no visits 
whatsoever... Deprived of the affection and moral 
support of their families and friends, each day I 
receive phone calls for prayer and urgent counsel 
from the inmates who are feeling abandoned and 

desperate...The meals offered 
by New Dawn are still able to 
be taken into the prison when 
we bring them to the door.  
They are distributed to the 
inmates by the guards. They 
are received like ‘breath of 
fresh air’, for they are copious 
and of quality... These meal 
become special fete days for 
the prisoners, and I join with 
them in expressing my sincere 
gratitude to New Dawn.”   

Preparing a ‘ragout d'igname’ with meat for 302 
prisoners 

Akpa,in centre (third in from the right,) with his team, delivering a ‘New 
Dawn’ meal to the prison. Each portion is individually wrapped. 



At present tensions are high in Ivory Coast after President Ouattara was re-elected for a 
disputed 3rd term. Following looting and clashes between rival political fractions, more than 
40 people have been killed. 10 days ago, Akpa travelled from Dabou over 400 km with his 
wife and 3 children to take refuge in Bondoukou. They hope to be able to return soon to 
Dabou. Pastor Akpa and his team’s devotion to this work in the prisons is remarkable, and we 
desire to continue to stand alongside them in this challenging work.   

Rwanda, Butare (Huye) All the existing New Dawn programs remain in place in 
Rwanda. In 2020, a total of 47 children are supported within the Education Program; 13 
children in Secondary School and 14 children in Primary School; and 20 infants in Nursery 
School. The New Hope Group, comprised of 12 needy community families, continues to 
receive monthly assistance, and once again, over 70 medical cards have been purchased and 
distributed within the community. Sadly the virus situation has totally disrupted the children’s 
schooling this year. All schools have been closed since early March and today, in early 
November, only a few are just beginning to re-open some classes. Many of the children have 
been very much left to their own devices during this 8 month period. The New Hope 
Nursery School founded by New Dawn, with an on-going attendance of 20 local children, 
completes its 5th year in December. It was also constrained to close in March because of the 
virus. In view of the dire situation of poverty within Paul’s community, we decided to continue 
to allocate the teacher and her assistant their small monthly salaries.  
Paul has despaired to see the older students and especially the little children, once again 

being left to roam about the streets all day long. He 
shared the following; ” Because our nursery children are 
no longer going to our school where they received 
porridge and bread, from the state of their skin and hair 
condition, we can see that they are now malnourished... 
The older students are in many cases forgetting 
everything completely...The total lockdown has 
increased the poverty level to such an extent that 
families are breaking down...I have never before 

experienced this kind of food 
scarcity...I can’t remember when my 
children last ate some fruit... People 
cannot feed their families and some 
men have abandoned their homes 
due to hunger and despair...The poor 
nutrition has increased health 
problems... All churches are closed 
and meetings forbidden...The 
government has banned people from 
tithing...People have nowhere to go 
to worship together, to receive 
spiritual encouragement and prayer... 
Killings and suicide rates have risen 
dramatically...and there is an 
increase of unwanted pregnancies 
and street children in my 
community.”  

Preparing for food distributions 

Nursery children with mother joyfully receiving food gifts and soap 



 When one reads Paul’s account of the desperation experienced within his local community 
during this 8 month lockdown period, which is still 
being partially maintained, and when one learns 
today, on November 6th, that the total number of 
deaths in Rwanda from the corona virus (during the 
whole of 2020) is only 36, one cannot help but 
wonder at the disparity between the measures 
exerted by the local authorities and the reality on the 
ground. 
During this very difficult time we have kept in close 
contact with Pastor Paul, and on behalf of New Dawn, 
and he and his wife Annet made several food and 
necessities outreaches within the community. Packs 
containing cooking oil, sugar, maize flour, mixed flour, 
soap and body oil were distributed to many families 
within the New Dawn Programs. These small 
interventions brought many smiles to people’s faces 
and gratitude was generously expressed. During late 
February, following a violent storm, the roof of widow 
Raguida’s house was torn off. (A member of the New 
Hope Group.) 100 Euros was allocated to assist in 
buying materials to repair Raguida’s roof. Extra funds 
were also allocated to assist Angelique, a blind widow, 
mother to twins, who was embraced in the New Hope Group last year. Paul recently informed 
us that they are now doing well. These smaller targeted interventions always remind us that 
“with a little so much can be done.”  
Last year we began supporting Faith, a successful high-school graduate student, to 
commence her first year in a 3 and a half year long Travel and Tourism University 
Diploma Course. Faith successfully passed her 1st year exams, in spite of the studying 
difficulties encountered during the long months of lockdown. She managed to continue her 
classes on-line. During lockdown, she left her campus room to stay with relatives. On 
returning she found that all her possessions had been stolen. We recently held an impromptu 
fund-raiser within our fellowship group here in France, to raise the needed sum for her to be 
able to re-buy a mattress, bed sheets, a single blanket, gas bottle and cooking ring. She is 
indebted to everyone’s generosity, and is now embarking on her 2nd year of studies in Kigali. 
We hope to be able to buy a computer for her, as the university has just required  all 
students to have their own computer because of the virus.  
In spite of huge challenges, we see Pastor Paul and Annet remaining faithful in their call to 
care for their impoverished community in Butare, and it is a privilege to work alongside them.   

Paul encourages Raguida in March 2020 

Members of the New Hope Group in their Sunday best! 2020 



Nepal, Kathmandu    Nepal, situated on the southern border of China, became the 
first South Asian nation to confirm infections from Covid-19. Very soon afterwards the whole 
country was placed under lockdown. Today, on November 10th, in spite of the relatively low 
number of deaths, 1,087 in total, schools, markets and all kinds of businesses are still closed. 
Many children in poor families and particularly girls, may not return school when they finally 
open as they may be forced to engage in labour to support their families. 
Sexual exploitation and child marriages are on the rise since the lockdown. 
Pastor Krishna reported the following, “We are living in a big problem...the 
government is not providing any kind of help physically or financially to the 
Nepalese people...Many poor people are committing suicide because of food 

provision problems...Without work they 
cannot pay their room rents and house 
owners are kicking out whole families to live 
on the streets...the level of violence and 
family break-ups has increased hugely... We 
have had to give up our church building as 
we could no longer afford to pay the rent 
and anyway we were not able to use it...” 
On a more positive note Krishna says that 
all the children are well. Early in the  lock- 
down, several of the Little Feet children 
went to spend time with their relatives, but 
they are back in Kathmandu now, and 
following ‘on-line home-studies’. Rupa has 
successfully completed her nurse’s 
training. She is now working in a big hospital in Kathmandu, 
and has moved out into her own small flat. We are proud of 
her, and she has expressed her sincere gratitude for New 
Dawn’s help. This year we have also had the excellent news of 
Ayshuma’s 10th grade performance.  She obtained an A+! 
We have known this girl for nearly 9 years as she was 
amongst the first group of children to be taken in when New 
Dawn founded the Little Feet Home in 2012. She still holds 

Ayshuma in 2019 and 2012           onto her dream of one day becoming a lawyer. 
 
We close our newsletter in thanking all the donors of New Dawn for continuing to make 
these programs possible, and especially mention our co-founders, Rosie and Guy Pernet and 
our co-directors, Karen and Bryan Lambert.  
If you would like to give a donation, please consult our web-site: a-newdawn.org   
 
 We post a final picture in memory of Don, with his beloved widows in Kenya, with whom we worked for 10 years.  

 

Rupa 


